A Pianist’s Process

By Jeewon Lee

3 Step Framework

For tackling difficult passages

Name of the piece:

Bar Numbers:

FIRST, always start from the musical context.

How does this particular passage fit into the whole piece (Transitional?

Climactic? Thematic?)

What is the most important line/idea that needs to be projected?

What are some adjectives to describe this particular passage?

Then, try to hear it inwardly. If technique weren’t the issue, how would you play it?

Now, imagine actually playing it that way. Go through the section, while imagining
yourself executing every note of it with all the expression possible on the piano.



SECOND, identify and articulate the problem.

* What is holding you back between how you want to hear it and how you actually

play it?

* How would you describe the technique you are lacking right now?(Octaves? Fast

notes? Double notes? Unevenness? Fast chords? Leap? Voicing the top?)

* If the problem is playing wrote notes or missing notes, identify the note(s) you

keep missing and mark them on the music.

THIRD, bring awareness to the body.

* Play the passage several times to figure out which muscle you need to USE to

play the passage.

* Play the passage again, to figure out which muscle you can RELAX while still

using the necessary muscle group.

* Is any part of your body working against your fingers? Are they helping or

hindering?

* In general, aim to loosen your arm, but keep the fingers firm.



FINALLY, you know WHAT to practice!

When you practice....

1. Practice it with heightened awareness of different body parts. Repeat it enough

times, so you can do it without spending so much mental energy on it.

2. For loud and strenuous passages, practice the passage with less volume (piano
to mezzo piano) but save the tempo (as close as possible to the given tempo).

Then gradually increase volume.

3. For soft and fast passages, bring heightened awareness to your finger tips
(especially your 4th and 5th fingers) by practicing very very slowly with a

metronome.

4. Always go back to the musical intention. Remember that playing every note
perfectly is not the point. The point is to communicate the emotional content of

the music.



